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Minutes of the 656th meeting of Toft Parish Council on Monday 4th April 2011 at 7.00pm in The People’s Hall, Toft

Present:  Cllr Paul Hercus (Chairman), Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadon, Cllr Jeanne McCarten, Cllr Pat Gouldstone, Cllr Elizabeth Dolman and Cllr Rebecca Howling (wef 11/51)

Cllr Fiona Whelan (Cambridgeshire CC), Cllr Tumi Hawkins (South Cambridgeshire DC), and ten members of the public.

In attendance: Robert Stone (Clerk & RFO).            
	Item

11/45  


	Chairman’s Welcome

Cllr Hercus welcomed everyone to the meeting.



	11/46
	Apologies

None.

	11/47
	Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda

None.


	11/48    
	Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest

Members of the public raised concerns about:

· Cambridgeshire CC’s withdrawal of the school bus for primary age children with effect from September 2011; and the short period for appeals.

· Updating Council minutes (& agendas) on Toft’s website.

· Notification of Planning Meetings.

Thanks were expressed for the restoration of the George VI postbox.

  County Councillor Fiona Whelan reported that she had inspected the footpath to Comberton and did not consider it was safe. It was shared with cyclists, badly lit, and children would have to cross in ten different places.  On bin days there was nowhere to walk. It was a fast road with no grass verges, there were problems with a hedge, and traffic was growing. School buses would continue to make the journey via Toft and would stop as usual to pick up two Toft children who were exempted.  If parents were forced to drop their children this would create additional parking problems at Meridian Primary School.

  The future of Comberton library was at risk because of the low level of visits. Rather than closing different ways of running the library may need to be found. 

There was no more news about the starting date to build a secondary school in 

 Cambourne or the Guided Bus.   

She had met Andy Campbell of Stagecoach with Cllr Hawkins.  Fortunately Toft 

would remain within the original boundary and retain services except on Friday & 

Saturday nights.  She was exploring the possibility of parish councils along the route subsidising the shortfall at a rate of £1000/year for a 6 month trial. 

District Councillor Tumi Hawkings reported on SCDC grants (including village sport facilities and specialist arts equipment), the invitation to children and young people to bring their concerns to the Scrutiny Committee, and concerns about the proposal to build 14 affordable homes in Toft.


	11/49     
	To confirm minutes of the meetings of 7th March, and 21st March 2011 

The Council resolved too approve both sets of minutes without amendment, and they were signed and dated by the Chairman.


	11/50    
	Matters arising from previous meetings 
Temporary use of field adjacent to

recreation ground during repair works to surface of football pitch.
Proposed arrangement fell because of concerns about animal waste on the field.

Safety Inspection of recreation ground,

Inspection booked for Monday 11th April 2011.

South Cambridgeshire DC’s transfer of the freehold of the recreation ground to Toft Parish Council.

Currently subject to a statutory process that requires advertising that the sale is at less than market value.

Grass cutting contractor appointed.

Successful first meeting of 8 March. 

S106 contribution for land adjacent to Meadowcroft,  72  West  Street,  Toft  

SCDC email received to confirm S106 monies will come to Toft.



	11/51
	To consider co-opting Mrs Rebecca Howling to the Parish Council.

The Council resolved to co-opt Mrs Rebecca Howling to the Parish Council by unanimous vote.



	11/52  
	Consideration of correspondence

Standards Committee Newsletter
Debate & decision required on Code of Conduct.   Action: Clerk future agenda item

Emergency Planning Training

Confirmation of visit by Lawrence Green (CCC) on 8th or 15th August?

(Discussed at Item 11/54/3 )

Street lighting –maintenance & energy from 1st July 2011. Initial consideration of options 1 or 2? 

(Current or enhanced maintenance.)

The Council asked for this to come forward as an agenda item for the may meeting.   Options to be scanned and circulated.       Action: Clerk
External audit Annual Return.

Moore Stephens deadline 6th June.

Email report from Cllr Tumi Hawkins on SCDC’s Affordable Housing Panel Meeting. Application for 14 affordable homes in Toft not supported.

Recommendation made that Toft PC consider parcels of land in the village that may be suitable for affordable housing in future.   Action: Clerk
Letter from Cambs CC about gates for Footpath 2.

Five wooden kissing gates have been requisitioned for Toft PC.



	11/53
	Finance



	i)
	To receive a report on progress against 2010/11 budget

Deferred until meeting of 11th April 2011.



	ii)
	To approve payments to 4th April 2011 

The Council resolved to approve the following payments.

Cheque no

001753

Clerk’s net salary

March 2011

Gross

£200.24

Net

£200.24

VAT

-

001754

Clerk’s tax PAYE

(HMRC)

October 2010 to March 2011

£342.60

£342.60

-

001755

1st invoice from Buchans Landscapes for grass cutting

23rd & 24th March 2011

£292.80

£244.00

48.40

001757

Meeting room –Toft People’s Hall

February & March 2011 Council meetings

£20.00

£20.00

-

001758

R A Stone (Clerk)
Mobile phone - Council contract Padlock  recreation ground

£8.51

£5.39

-

£4.49

-

£0.90

001759

Cambs ACRE payroll services 

January to March 2011
£16.92

£14.10

£2.82

001760

CGM - grass cutting 

November 2010 (late invoice)

£235.00

£200.00

£35.00

Totals

£1,111.55

£1,025.43

£87.12



	iii)
	To approve accounts for 2010/11 for Toft Parish Council 

Deferred until 11th April 2011.



	iv)
	To consider the quotation for resurfacing works on the recreation ground.

The Council approved the following quotation by ACER Services Ltd.             Action: Clerk

Soil

10 x 1 tonne bags of screened soil at £58/bag. 

£580

Labour

Two men x 1 day

£380

Temporary barrier:

· 30 steel road pins

· 150m plastic fencing

£75

£156

Total

£1191



	v)
	To approve payment of People’s Hall charges for Toft Speedwatch meetings.

The Council resolved to pay Toft Speedwatch’s meeting room costs as Section 137 payments as these benefited the members of the parish. 



	vi)
	To consider funding for Toft’s Royal Wedding celebrations on 29th April 2011.

The Council resolved to approve funding of up to £100 as a Section 137 payment, and agreed that a further approach may be made to the Council if this proved inadequate. 



	11/54  
	    Business requiring a decision, or consideration by the Council



	
	1. Action Priorities:
i)  Safety on roads.  Follow up to site meeting of 4th March 2011

             The Clerk reported that he had asked Karen Lunn (CCC’s Road Engineer) for her 

              report and the costings for her proposals but nothing had been received.  He 

              would chase again.                                                              Action: Clerk
ii)  Support for local business – No report.
Support for the People’s Hall – Cllr Betson reported that costings had not been received for proposed improvements to date.  The management Committee may succeed in gaining grants with the support of the Parish Council.

iii) Support for the Youth – Removal of bus route discussed in public session (Item 11/48).  It was agreed that a search of the Council’s archive may provide useful background information about the closure of Toft’s school.  Halloween and Christmas parties, and a Spring Festival might be worth organising.  Young mums in the village would need to be consulted.              Action:   Cllr Howling  

iv)  Support for the Elderly in the Village – A Friendship club was proposed.


	
	2. To consider registering an interest in the Highway Warden scheme
The Council resolved not to register an interest in this scheme.



	
	3. To confirm Emergency awareness planning training on 8th August
The Council confirmed 8th August for this training.             Action:   Clerk 



	
	4. To consider future training following feedback from Councillors.

  Cllrs Dolman & Gouldstone said they had found CPALC’s training helpful and interesting.  Cllrs McCarten & Howling requested future bookings.

(Later confirmed as Councillor Development Stage 1 courses, as follows:                         S1  Mon 20 June - 7pm; and S2 Mon 27 June - 7pm.)

	
	

	11/55   
	To receive reports, and to consider any issues arising:

Footpath report - Cllr McCarten said whilst the old stiles on Footpath 2 en route to the proposed community orchard were getting old and in need of replacement, it was unfortunate that agreement had not been reached to maintain the new kissing gates even though a 25% grant was available.  Communication by email had not been successful.  She volunteered to draft a letter from the Chairman of the Council to explain the Parish Council’s view stressing the importance of community access.
Possible gift of land adjacent to 46 High Street for a community orchard – The site meeting with Bidwells of 28th March 2011 was well attended by Councillors.  It was hoped that consideration of the planning application would proceed as soon as possible.
SCDC Parish Liaison meeting of 29th March 2011 – This was attended by Cllrs Hercus and Betson.  Discussion items had included the future of the Standards, Committee, Localism, Registration of Interests, and planning.  The government’s estimates on the cost to produce a neighbourhood plan is an average of £17k. The Government may make some money available. 
Locality Group Meeting at Caldecote Children’s Centre of 29th March 2011
- Cllr Howling attended in a private capacity shortly before joining the Council.  She was not impressed by the group’s lack of clear aims; and the lack of clarity of discussions at the meeting.  
Administration (including secure storage of Council minutes, and Registration documents) – The Clerk explained one of his duties was to arrange safe storage of the Council’s statutory records.  He requested and was given Council approval to make inquiries of the Archives Department of Shire Hall.    Action: Clerk

Village works – It was agreed that the oak bench by the village sign should be stripped of past coats of paint, and be coated with a suitable presrvative.


	11/56       
	Matters raised by Members, including agenda items for the next 

Council meeting of 9th May 2011 at 7pm at the People’s Hall.      

Cllr McCarten reminded Councillors that she would be attending the Neighbourhood Panel meeting on 18th May, and requested that any items for the meeting be passed to her.

Cllr Gouldstone raised the issues of the missing road sign for Brookside, and post that had been knocked over at the allotments.   She would remind the SCDC’s Transport & Streets team.             




The meeting ended at 9.40pm.
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